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approximately 800 Ib. for pay load, although on the first 
experimental flights none was, of course, carried. 

As the distance from Ireland to Newfoundlaad is 2,000 
miles, there is a very large margin of fuel in hand, so that 
even if the average head wind should exceed the 40 m.p.h. 
used in the calculations, the machine would still be able 


On the left is a photograph of the Sikorsky S.42B taken at 
Southampton after the crossing, and below it the commander, 
Captain Harold E. Gray, is seen being congratulated by the 
Mayor of Southampton, Ald. Chick ; on the right of the 
group is Lt. Col. Sir Francis Shelmerdine, Director General 
of Civil Aviation; left is Mr. Hubert Scott-Paine, whose 
British Power Boats are handmaidens to Imperial Airways 
flying boats. 
In the view directly below, the Sikorsky is seen from under 
the wing of an Empire flying boat, Courtier. 


Caledonia and 
(above) Mr. de 
Valera, at Foynes, 
bidding farewell to 
three members of 
her crew: Capt. 
Wilcockson (left), 
First Officer 
Bowes and W/T 
Operator Hobbs. 
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to reach its destination without fear of fuel shortage. A 
list of the proprietary components and equipment which 
contributed towards the success of the initial Atlantic flight 
appears at the end of this article. 

The trips across the Atlantic, both for Caledonia and 
Clipper III, were uneventful and went exactly according 
to plan. Wireless communication was practically con- 
tinuous, the Foynes medium-wave set, which was expected 
to fade out at about 400 miles, remaining useful up to 900 
miles, and all weather predictions proved correct. 

Caledonia started her take-off from the River Shannon 
at Foynes at 7.57 p.m., shortly after hearing from Capt. 
Gray, of the Sikorsky, at Botwood, the words ‘‘We are 
coming.'’ Capt. Wilcockson replied to this, ‘‘So are we,” 
and then the large crowd saw Caledonia lift off her seven 
tons of petrol in thirty-five seconds. Frequent reports 
came in from her at 25 and 55 minutes past each hour. 
These were, briefly, as follows :— 


9.15 p.m. (B.S.T.) Good progress, 


10.35 5 a Rain patches, clouds at 1,000 ft. 
Westerly wind 20-25 miles per 
hour. A 

10.52 Now 350 miles out. 


12.10 a.m. (B.S.T.) Wireless contact with Cunard 
White Star Liner Alaunia. 
12:36 4 53 -. 500 miles out ; in darkness. 
“6 GB ‘s -- Passed Clipper IIT approximately 
60 miles apart, Caledonia being 
1,043 miles out, Clipper 952 
miles. Caledonia reported to 
Capt. Gray, " Cloud 300-—2,000 
ft., rain patches from Foynes to 
Long. 35 west, wind 22-25 
miles per hour.”’ 


7.0 7 - ‘+ Message to Air Ministry. Caledonia 
1,300 miles out. 

10:20 ,, ‘9 .. Passed over Newfoundland coast. 

oe re 3 .. Landed at Botwood, after cruising 


round in the mist. 


The crew of Caledonia were welcomed by the Governor- 
General of Newfoundland, Vice-Admiral Sir Humphrey 
Walwyn. 

The total time taken by Caledonia was 15 hr. 3 min., 
and the distance covered was 1,993 miles, giving an average 
speed of 132 m.p.h. The Short boat flew the first halt 
of the journey at about 1,500ft. and then rose to 5,o0o0ft. 
on reaching clear weather. She naturally flew fairly low 
because of the adverse wind. 

The Pan-American Sikorsky was also in constant con- 


